Mr. Hannu Halinen Ambassador for Arctic affairs at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland is a Senior Arctic Official at the Arctic Council and at the Nordic Council of Ministers.
Hon. Inuuteq Holm Olsen Deputy Minister for the Department of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Greenland since July 2006. Head of Department from September 2003, he served as Acting Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs since December 2004.. Inuuteq Holm Olsen began his career at the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1996, has been the Private Secretary to the Premier from 1997 till 1999. He was posted at the Danish Foreign Ministry in Copenhagen and was at the Greenland Representation in Brussels from 2000 till 2003. Mr. Inuuteq Holm Olsen earned a B.A in Political Science from the University of Alaska Fairbanks in 1994 and a M.A. in International Affairs from The George Washington University in 1996.  Besides being the principal adviser to the Premier on foreign policy and security/defence and responsible for Greenland’s foreign affairs, he has served as guest lecturer and speaker at numerous universities and international conferences on Arctic issues. He has been an expert adviser in the joint Danish-Greenlandic Commission on Self-Government regarding foreign affairs, 2006-2008. He was also a member of the 2008 Danish Defence Commission representing the Government of Greenland.
Professor Thomas Sterner 

School of business, Economics & law, Gothenburg University, Sweden
As professor of environmental economics, Thomas Sterner has during the last 18 years built up a unit for environmental economics in Gothenburg, Sweden. Thomas Sterner’s main research interests lie in the design of policy instruments. He has studied a number of different applications ranging from energy and climate, through natural resource management such as fisheries to issues relating to industrial and transport pollution 
Professor Oran Young 

Bren School, University of California, Santa Barbara USA
Prof. Oran R. Young is professor of environmental policy and governance at the Bren School of Environmental Science and Management at the University of California Santa Barbara, Director of the Institute of Arctic Studies, and as Adjunct Professor of Political Science at the University of Tromsø in Norway.  Oran is a renowned Arctic expert and a world leader in the fields of international governance and environmental institutions.  He served for six years as the founding chair of the Committee on the Human Dimensions of Global Change of the National Academy of Sciences in the United States and is now chair of the Scientific Steering Committee of the international project on the Institutional Dimensions of Global Environmental Change (IDGEC) under the auspices of the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change.   In addition, Oran served for six years as vice-president of the International Arctic Science Committee and is currently a leader in the development of a decentralized University of the Arctic.  Prof. Young's scientific work encompasses both basic research focusing on collective choice and social institutions and applied research dealing with issues pertaining to international environmental governance and to the Arctic as an international region.  He has authored or co-authored more than twenty books, including: International Cooperation: and Building Regimes for Natural Resources and the Environment (1989); Arctic Politics: Conflict and Cooperation in the Circumpolar North (1992); Arctic Accords and International Governance; International Governance: Protecting the Environment in a Stateless Society (1998); and Governance in World Affairs; Creating Regimes (1999). His most recent book is Institutional Dynamics: Emergent Patterns in International Environmental Governance (2010).
Professor Hajo Eicken 

Department of Geology & Geophysics, University of Alaska Fairbanks, USA
Dr Eicken research interests include studies of the growth, evolution and properties of sea ice. He is particularly interested in determining how microscopic and macroscopic properties affect larger scale sea ice processes and its role in the climate system. Dr Eicken’s group also investigates the different uses of sea ice indigenous communities, the private sector and the public at large and aims to provide data and information that can help decision makers adapt to a changing Arctic. Dr Eicken is chair of the Science Steering Committee of the SEARCH project (Study of Environmental Arctic Change).
Ms Adele Airoldi has a master in Polar Studies from Scott Polar Research Institute. She worked at the secretariat of the EU Council of Ministers in Brussels from 1981 until 2004, mainly on environmental policy issues.  During that period she assisted Denmark and Greenland foreign affairs in preparing the 1992 Ilulissat  Conference. In 2008 she wrote a report (updated in 2010) « The European Union and the Arctic- Policies and Actions » for the Nordic Council of Ministers. Since 2008, she maintained close cooperation with both Denmark and Greenland foreign affairs
