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Scientific research during the reporting period has been carried out in compliance with ethical 
standards proposed in the ACCESS project. 

 
• The awareness of the project participants on the ethical aspects was discussed 

during the WP meetings and individually. 

• Scientific evaluation of socio-economic studies did not involve any biomedical 
research related to human beings 

• The relevant ethical standards of FP7 were taken into account in the design of the 
proposed research frame, during conducting of the anthropological fieldwork and 
performing laboratory experiments. 

 

Minimise impact on study marine mammals 

It is important that all marine mammal research carried out in ACCESS tries to minimise its 
impact on animals. This will be achieved by adhering to all relevant national legislation, and 
to the established principle of the 3Rs: Reduction, Refinement and Replacement.  

This means that researchers should: 
§  minimise the number of animals disturbed by designing statistically robust studies 
§  minimise interference to an individual animal by ensuring the research method used is 

the best available for the question being asked 
§  seek alternatives to interfering with the animals by ensuring there are no appropriate 

pre-existing data or samples available; and ensuring that answers cannot be gained 
by other means, for example from modelling. 

 

Laboratory experiments 

The research activities of WP 3 included the designing and carrying out the experimental 
project ‘Using laboratory experiments to explore social-ecological linkages in common 
resource systems characterized by potential abrupt changes in the resource dynamics’. The 
laboratory experiments have been developed to analyze how appropriators in a common 
pool dilemma react to potential abrupt changes in the resource renewal rate. 

In relation to the laboratory experiences performed by WP 3 (Beijer institute, Sweden) the 
following ethical considerations have been made:  

The purpose of economic experiments is only to observe behavior, not to influence the 
participants, physically or mentally. The participants of the experimental project were 
confronted with a specific problem tied to a set of different choices.  The choices they make 
and the answers they provide are observed and recorded. Prior to voluntary participating, all 
participants were asked to give their consent. In this consent form they are informed that 
their anonymity will be ensured throughout the entire experiment. Each subject will be 
identified by a number and when the data is transferred to a computer file it will not be 
possible to tie a specific observation to an individual. 
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Fieldwork 

Anthropological fieldwork (WP 3) on the local perception of climate change in relation to the 
fishery sector and aquaculture was carried out in Northern Norway and Northern Russia 
(Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland). Taking into account ethical aspects of 
research practices has had a particular significance in the conducting of the field study. A 
special attention has been paid to a set of ethical principles for conducting social science 
field work in the remote and small Northern settlements. The ethical guidelines of IASSA 
(International Arctic Social Sciences Association) and AAA (American Anthropological 
Association) related has been specifically applied to these areas. 

While there is a vast range of informal interactions, encounters, observations and 
‘participations’ involved in this form of research, for the research in small localities, where 
companies  or persons could be identified easily, appropriate confidentiality and anonymity 
have been of highest priority. For example, the semi-structured interviews with the managers 
of the fish farming industry have followed after the presentation of the research project and 
invitation to participate or observe the working process of economic enterprises.  

 

The experiences from the fieldwork in Norway and Russia have demonstrated great 
openness among local people in sharing their knowledge about the observed changes in the 
marine environment. However, issues such as protection of identity, privacy, have been 
amongst the important ethical issues that have been always in mind.  

 

Collection of data 

 
• The conducted research of the first project year did not involve collection and 

processing of genetic information or personal data (e.g. health, sexual lifestyle, 
criminal justice, political opinion, religious conviction).  

• Unpublished statistical data to which researcher has been given access (e.g. 
statistics related to Russian fish catch and landing, mapping etc.) has been collected 
with permission of company (subcontractor agreement). This data will be analysed 
and used in the joint publication. 

• Collection of data related to the cultural values (e.g. cultural, social significance of fish 
consumption) put a particular emphasis on respect of local cultural traditions and 
values, presentation of the research to local community. 
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Concluding remark 

Ethics has been given the highest priority in conducted anthropological fieldwork and 
laboratory experiments. It is an integral part of entire research activities, from conception to 
publication. However, ethics are context-dependent, and consequently definitive outcomes 
are rare. Collecting, defining and summarizing of these outcomes have been not 
straightforward task for the Ethics Board of the large scale ACCESS project. At the same 
time, the first year of the project was very important for the Board to refine the strategies of 
successful implementation the ethical requirements. 

 

 


