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Main Achievements
· Established working group and collaboration with SCADM / Antarctic community.
· First inventory of vocabularies; a full inventory will require more work. 

· Mapping of International Polar Year metadata profile to ISO 19115

· Comparison of  metadate profiles (report on the site):
· the IPY profile

· ISO19115:2003 Core Metadata

· ISO19115:2011 Minimum metadata for the discovery of non-service resources

· North American Profile of ISO19115:2003

· ANZLIC Profile of ISO19115:2003

· MCP Profile of ISO19115:2003

· INSPIRE

· Support of an intern from the Syracuse University Graduate School of Information Studies 

· Set up a WIKI to support the project.
Related websites

http://www.npdc.nl/profile - temporary site, containing documents, meeting minutes, etc.
https://wiki.met.no/polarprofile/start - wiki, enabling discussion etc. (logon required)

Problems with Progress

The main problem is a lack of resources. So far, the project is depending entirely on people volunteering their time. Some work has been done by interns at the Snow and Ice Data Centre and while these are valuable contributions, in general it is too small and insecure a basis for the overall task. Also, the project is at times dormant until people have time to work on it again. This stop-start way of working is highly inefficient. 

Funding from governments etc. often pose another problem: EU grants will not finance work done by Australians, Canadians, US citizens and so on.
Suggestions for Actions by SAON Leadership and/or Board

SAON could bring this problem of funding for international projects to the attention of governments, the AC, and other organisations. We expect that this would be an issue that requires some long-term promoting. 
Also, in general, it remains a question whether it is possible to accomplish the work that SAON has found necessary on this ‘voluntary basis’. Perhaps SAON might think about supporting the projects by looking for funding. 
