INVITATION 
Final OPNet Seminar
May 11-12, 2011
Oslo Innovation Park, Oslo, Norway

Norwegian Meteorological Institute, Institute of Marine Research, Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center and Norwegian Institute for Water Research has for the last four years collaborated within the project Ocean Prediction Networking (OPNet). This collaboration has led to the development of ocean prediction systems nationally (http://www.yr.no/hav_og_kyst/) as well as internationally (http://www.myocean.met.no/).  These websites now provide ocean forecasts products free of charge encompassing products such as waves, water level, currents, temperatures, salinity and ice conditions. 

Now time has come to ask the question of how useful these forecasts are to the various users. Believing that you are one, we hereby cordially invite you to participate in the Final OPNet seminar, held in Oslo on May 11th and 12th 2011. The aim of this gathering is to provide forecasters and users an opportunity to discuss the following issues:

· How useful are present day ocean predictions, really? 

· What forecast products are missing? 

· How skillful are today's predictions? 

· What type of skill and accuracy is needed? 

· What is the next important step forward? 

· What are the major challenges or obstacles that need to be resolved? 

· What are the future possibilities and needs? 

· Where do we want to be in say 10 years time?

We expect and hope that you will give your view on these issues through the planned discussion sessions (see attached program) and also in a short presentation of maximum 10 minutes. 

The event will take place in Oslo Innovation Center www.forskningsparken.no/English-version/. The seminar dinner on the evening of May 11 will take place onboard the research vessel “FRAM” at the FRAM museum. R/V FRAM was used by Fritdjof Nansen in his famous three year endeavor to reach the north pole in the 1890s. The dinner includes an exclusive tour of the FRAM museum (http://www.frammuseum.no/default.aspx?lang=en-us ). 

The seminar is split in two:

Day 1: Leading ocean forecast institutions around the world present their view on the above issues. These are Dr. Pierre Bahurel, France, Head of Mercator and coordinator of the European MyOcean project (http://www.myocean.eu.org ), Prof. Dr. Nadia Pinardi, Italy Head of the Mediterranean ocean forcast system MOON (http://www.moon-oceanforecasting.eu/), Prof. Dr. Scott Glenn, USA, Head of Rutgers University’s Coastal Ocean Observation Lab (http://www.rucool.marine.rutgers.edu/), Dr. Mike Bell, UK, Head of UK Met Office team developing met office’s ocean forecast capabilities. Day one also features a presentation by one leading user Dr. Colin Grant, BP, UK, and presentations by leading Norwegian developers of ocean forecast capabilities.
Day 2: Representatives from the users are expected to give a presentation to share  their view on the topics listed above. 
Both days include a discussion session and ample time for off the record communications in extended coffee breaks.  
Please let us know as on or before Wednesday April 27 whether you plan to attend by sending an e-mail to pernille.thapa@met.no and larspetter.roed@met.no, revealing names of attendees and whether you wish to participate at the seminar dinner.
May is a popular month to visit Oslo and we suggest you make hotel reservations as soon as possible. Please contact gunn.nygard@met.no if you want help to locate nearby accomodation.
Sincerely

Lars Petter Røed

OPNet coordinator

Attachements:

Draft seminar program

Invitation list

